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after CIA revelations 


The Home Secretary has been 
asked to set up an inquiry into 
the London bureau of Interpol 
following official criticisms of 
Interpol’s operations in the 
United Slates and the revela- 
tion of CIA involvement in the 
organisation's affairs. 

Mr Bryan Gould, the Labour 
xP for Southampton Test, who 
has ealled for the inquiry, has 


a’so tabled a series of parlia- 


raentary questions. ; 


Interpol’s activities in Amer- 
ica have been scrutinised by 
two. Congressional hearings and 
in a report from the General 
Accounting Office, the auditing 
body. of the Congress. They fol- 
lowed allegaticns of invasion of 
privacy, the spreading of false 
-or unsubstantiated inforrnation 


about individuals ang the viola 
tion of human rights. 

The GAO report, which was 
published in January, found no 


examples of specific abuses. But - 


it did take the US Government 
to task for not providing ade- 
quate safeguards against poten- 
tial misuse of information. 
“There is no absolute control 
over the distribution of inform- 
ation . -disserninated’, abroad 
through Interpol or US law 
enforcement agencies,” at. said. 
From a sample of 110 in- 
quiries made to the US bureau, 
the report said that almost half 
did not give sufficient data on 
why the request was made, the 
type of criminal activity being 
investigated and whether the 
suspect concerned had been 
arrested or not. Most ‘requests 
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for information involved people 
with no criminal records. 

The GAO investigators were 
particularly concerned about 
unnecessary information on 
American citizens being pro- 
vided, without any checks, to 
interpol bureaux in tototalitar- 
jan countries, both fascist and 
communist. ; 

Interpol’s links with the CIA 
were at. first denied by Mr 


‘Louis B Simms, the US bureau 


chief, when he gave evidence to 
a Senate appropriations sub- 
committee in Mav 1975. “ They 
(the CIA) are an intelligence 
agency,” he testified. “ There 
fore, our paths do not cross 


: 2 
because we are not an intelli. *- 


gence agency.” ; 
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But the GAO report shows 
that between 1972 and 1974 a, 
narcotics intelligence group was 
set up at Interpal’s head-! 
quarters at St Cloud, near 
Paris, with the help of the CIA! 
and the Treasury Department. 


The idea for the special | 
group came from the Cabinet i 
Committee on International | 
Nareotics Control, headed by 
Mr Egil Krogh. In 1973 Mr 
Krogh, the former chief of the 
Nixon White _ House | 
“plumbers” unity! was con. 
victed for violating the civil | 
“yights of Danie} -Ellsberg’s . psy- 
chiatrist. ; : 


Under the Freedom of in- 

formation Act, it was disclosed 

Jast year that. the CIA had il 

documents concerning the: 
agency’s relations with Interpol. ; 
The details remain classified } 
but the CIA admitted that they | 
contained ~“ deliberations re-| 
garding means by which Inter-| 
pol collects intelligence abroad, 
and describes intelligence! 
sources and methods.” 

The requests under the Act; 
were filed by the National 
Commission on Law Enforce-| 
ment, whose research intal 
Interpol “was instrumental in; 
sparking off the Congressional! 
investigations. Founded by the, 
Church of Scientology, the} 
commission has been active in 
examining the history of Inter- 
pol during the war, when it was. 
based in Berlin, and in showing j 
how former Nazis held impor- i 


tant posts after the reorganisa: | 
tion in 1946. mn 

In London, the bureau is 
accommodated at Scotland © 
Yard's headquarters with a); 
staff of 32. The British Govern | 
ment contributes £96,000 to its | 
finances through the police vote: 
The bureau chief is nominally 
Mr Jock Wilson, Asistant Cor- 
misisoner (Crime). . ; 

Scotland Yard officials are 
anxious to minimise its role, de- 
scribing it simply .as a post 
office for information on crim: 
jnal matters. 2 

Tt is not clear, for example. 
whether London Interpol has 
aecess to Special Branch files or 
whether information on terror | 
ists or terrorist suspects. is | 
regarded as patitical or orim- ; 
inal. | 
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interpol Use of Files, 


Ex-Nazi Connections 


by Pater Holden 


Top ex-Nazis, leadars of 
the German Gestapo and 
the Nazi SS, hava hsid key 
jobs in interpol as tecantly 
as 1973. 

Interpol, 
master 


Sictited as a 
sleuth of inter- 


national organized crime, is- 


actually not a destactive 
agency but a kind of supar- 


sophisticated electronic’ in- - 


talligance natwork linking. 
same 120 member nations 
~~ including the U.S, — that 
cooperates in tracking down 
persons wanted by police. 

Interpol today regularly 
receives confidential infor- 

mation on U.S. citizens from. 
U.S. law enforcement agen- 
cles. 

U.S. State Dapartment 
documants about Intarpot 
(international Criminal 
Police Organization) — 
daclassified garlier this yaar 
_ babe that: 

- Interpol’s prasident 
hors 1958 to 1971 land 
Gerrnan representative until 
1973) was Paul Dickopf, 
who until he flac Germany 
bsfore the end of the war, 
was SS officer 337259. 
Dickopf diad Sept. 19, 
1973.Contrary to Intarpol 
testimony bafare Congress 
that the agency clased down 


ag 
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' headed Hitler's Belgium | 


during World War Ul, Interpol | 
—- founded in Vianna in! 
1923 — was taken over by: 
the Third Reich in 1938, and 
functioned throughout the 
war.as part of its intelligance | 
and police apparatus. Its: 
presidents during thease: 
years were Reinhard, 
Heydrich, head of the SS in- ; 
talligance service, and Dr... 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner, a: 
Gestapo chief who was later , 
hanged at Nurenburg -for.: 
war crims3. 

© Interpols war-time ; 
headquarters in’ Wannsee, | 
just outside Berlin, hosted a ! 
conferancs, callad by 
Haydrich in June 1942, for 
15 top Nazis whare the | 
“final solution to the Jewish » 
problem” — mass execution 
— Was worked out, 

® . Interpol was 
reconstituted, after tha war, 
by F. &. Louwaga, who serv- 
ed on the Nazi Interpol staff | 
under Kaltsnbrunner and | 


political police. Louwage | 
served as Interpol) president : 
from 1945 to 1950, running | 
the offics on funds.taft ovar | 


from ‘wartime Interpol , ac" 


tivitias... 

Today, Interpol 
recognized by tna United 
Nations as a lagitimata, | : 
thaugh. private, in-. i 
tergovarnmental organiza- 
tion — receives direct fun- 
ding from the U.S. Treasury 
Departmant and has its U.S, | 
offices in tha Treasury! 
Bgiding, Its prasant director 
‘Louis Sims is on loan to the 
agency from the Secret Ser- | 
vice. 

Treasury Department of- : 
ficials claim Internal — with 
its electronic: com- | 
munications linkups to; 


‘ police agancies in some 120 : 


foreign nations — is a: 
valuable .mechanism for™ 
tracking down international ; 
criminal suspects. 

But members of Sen. 
Joseph Montoya’s Subcom- 
mittee on Treasury. Ap-! 
propriations — which funds ; 
Interpol — are worried; 
about. the agency's Nazi| 
connactions, revaalad inj 
hearings last March when a,i 
‘private citizens criminal | 


spresentad ‘the declassified | 
State Department| 
; documents... sist 


cigs. 


“18S, Customs, 


transmits to. 


The Subcommittes’ 8) 
other major concern is Intar- 
pol’s apparently . unlimited 
access to top-secrat files on | 
American citizens, which it : 
then passes to foraign agan- . 
, 

The Subcommittae plans } 
new hearings on Interpot 
within the next four waeaks. - 

Since 1947 Interpol, . 
sithsr directly or through the 
Treasury Dapartmnent, has: 
reguianly raceived informa- 


' tion on U.S, citizsns from 


federal, state and local law 
enforcement agenciss —. 
from the Sacrat Service, tha 
Drug En-- 
forcement Agency and the; 
FBI down ta local police * 
departments. : e 
Interpol also has access 
to the FS!’s vast National : 
Crimea Information Canter — F 
the biggast crime data bank ; 
in the U.S. 
No guidelines exist: 
limiting the kind of informa- ° 
tion U.S. agancias can pass - 
on thraugh Interpo) to the 
police and intelligence agen- | 
cles of foreign countries. ; 
Interpol itself stores - 
copies of all information it 
and. fram 
member, nations.in its world 
headquarters in Paris. In. 
1972, these central records 
contained over 1.5 .milien 
filas on. individuals, acger- 


ding to Interpol chief Lowis : 


Sims. The sare racords atso 
contain Hitler's Jewish filss, 
housed. at Interpots. 
Wannsea haadquarters and 
transferred to Paris after ihe 
war. 


U.S. Connection 


The first post-war .S. 
connsction to Interpol Was + 
made by former FB! director , 


' J. Edgar Hoover in. 1946, . 


without the knowledge of 
the U.S. government. as; 
. The U.S. had‘baen invited ; 
by Louwage':to senda 

delegation to. Interpal’s |” 
1946 annual convention. 

Declassified State Depart- |” 
ment documents revaal that : 
then-Secretary of State! 
Dean Acheson and U.S. At- ~ 
torney General Tom tier 
both recommended against ; 


Acheson warned in a MMO ; 
to Clark of puget Nazi < 
domination... -. | 
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PHrpe( seer he 


Toovar, nonetheless, 
attended the convention 
sacratly, and was. eleéted 
’ the agancy’s vice prasident, ' 
' Acheson learned of Hoover's 
- action tha next year, wien 


(eS 
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fee! 


Interpol renewed tis invuta- - 


tion to the U.S. and rafearrsd 
to Haover's role at the 19438 


- convention and his status.as . 


vice president. — 
At this point, 


have accepted tha FRI 
membership in Interpol as a 
fait accompli. Hoover gan- 
tinued on as Interpol's vice 
president until 1950, when 
he angrily withdrew thse-FBi 
from Interpol after learaing 
that Czechoslovakia, one of 
its member nations, was s-! 
ing it to track down refugees’ 
who had fled to West or 
many. 

The fate of 
position in the U. S. remain-. 
ed in limbo for the naxt aiqht 
year until it was transferred. 

to the Treasury Denartmant 
at the request:of Myles Am- 
brose. 

U.S. 


Since then, 


bath y 
. Acheson and Clark appear to - 


Intergolls. 


representatives have includ- 


ed Treasury Department of- 
ficials ° Eugene Rossides, 
who senad as vics presistent 
‘from 1969 to 1973, “and 
Edward Morgan, who seived 


- 


as a member of tnteargal's - 


Executiva Committes tittil 
he resigned in January 
1974, 
backdating: Nixon’s 
records. , * 


Bias Charged: 


mu 


facing chargas. of - 
tax | 


Far years, private qrawps : 


accused Interpol of refusing 
to cooperate in any affort.to 
track down Nazi..war 
criminals. In response,,the 
agency cites 


suing “political prisonars, 
At the same time, 
justifigd the preponderance 
of Jewish names it .hbas.on 


file by the claim in its official « 
publication that. 
' offenders have a prefereiice : 


“Jowish 


: for offenses which require 


: the use of craftiness.’” Critics 
! charge such statements are 


‘ symptomatic of. Interpol’s 

strongly anti-Jewish , bias, 
and its long history as a 
haven for Nazis: and--Nazi 
’ sympathizers. tod, wed 
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ike the World Jewry! 


- Congress have -repeatadly . 


its charter . 
which pronibits it from. pur- : 


it hag - 


